ii Preface Rhetorical Structure Theory explains text coherence through relations held between parts of text, both in macro and microstructure (Mann and Thompson, 1988). RST is both a theory of discourse and a useful tool in various applications. In Linguistics, and as a theory of discourse, RST is a framework for the analysis of texts. It accounts for text coherence by postulating relations among units of discourse, which join together in a recursive fashion. It has provided important insights into text coherence, clause combining and discourse organization in language, across multiple languages. In Computational Linguistics, RST has proven useful in applications such as sentiment analysis and machine translation. A detailed description, including multiple references, is available from the RST web site: http://www.sfu.ca/rst/.

